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phasis laid on it is strong ; as it is on the marvellous class col-
laboration which Islam enjoins and supposedly secures. Islam
holds the rich morally responsible for the way "in which they
spend their money (the attention is on spending, not earning
it) ; and provides " a social code in which the claims of capi-
tal and labour, landlord and peasant.. . are all quite happily
reconciled "85; " there is no clash of labour and capital in
the Islamic social order " 86.
It is quite apparent that both those who say that Islam
is already socialism, and those who say that Islam is not
socialism but is a much better system, have no clear idea
whatever of what socialism is, or pretends to be. They
know nothing about the public ownership of the means of
production ; nothing about the distinction between that
public ownership, and private property in consumers1 goods
which socialism not only allows but aims at increasing. They
do not understand the communist analysis of class struggle,
and that communism claims to eliminate the conflict and its
causes, not to stir it up. They vaguely imagine socialism as
a desire for economic equality, or an imposition of such
equality by force, or by a system of not allowing anybody to
own anything.
This ignorance of what socialism precisely means, is
ardently fostered by the political situation. The British
government removes from both public and private libraries
and froA bookshops books from which Indians might dis-
cover the truth about socialism. It arrests and imprisons
without trial persons who try to explain to them what
socialism actually is. Finally, it singles out for honour and
decoration silly folk who 'describe1 communism in terms so
fantastic as to be more curious even than revolting.
One Ahmad Pa'l of Delhi, goaded into fury by hearing
young men say that Islam and Communism are the same,
replies87 by telling them what the latter 'really1 is. "Like any
other thing, say land, capital, buildings etc., woman under the
Soviet Communism too cannot belong to anyone. She is the
common property of all the members of the society and is
subject to distribution by the Government like any other